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May 15, 2020 

 

Lancer Students, Coaches and Parents, 

 

To assist you in fully comprehending the numerous confusing – and often false – 

communications floating around social and news medias over the past two days, 

the following is an update on the status of many items involving student-athletes, 

coaches and facilities within the Lakewood Local School District. 

 

Following information provided by Lieutenant Governor Husted during the 

Governor’s daily press conference on May 14, 2020, combined with e-mail 

communication from Ohio High School Athletic Association Executive Director 

Jerry Snodgrass sent to all athletic administrators across Ohio this evening, please 

take note of all information listed below as it pertains to your Lakewood Middle 

School or Lakewood High School student-athlete: 

• On April 30, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health, via an order from the 

Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. Amy Acton, extended the closure of 

all school facilities – both inside and outside facilities – through June 30, 

2020.  As such, all Lakewood Local School District facilities remain non-

accessible to coaches, students, parents, community members and outside 

groups through this date.  Only “essential staff” will be granted on-site 

access.  The closed facilities include: Lakewood High School, both Jackson 

Intermediate School buildings and adjacent softball fields, Don Thorp 

Baseball Field, Lancer Stadium, Lakewood Athletic Complex, Lakewood 

Middle School and adjacent basketball court, and Hebron Elementary. 
  

• Based on the Lt. Governor’s announcement that certain “no-contact sports” 

could restart on May 26, 2020, the OHSAA’s “No Contact Period” for 

coaches and athletes of the below-listed sports will be lifted early to match 

up with this date: 

o Baseball 

o Golf 

o Softball 

o Swimming 

o Tennis 

o Track & Field
 

In short, coaches and athletes involved with the above sports may begin 

conditioning, practicing, etc. AS LONG AS the proper guidelines are 

followed as outlined by the Ohio Department of Health.  (See the attached 

guidelines under the “Responsible RestartOhio” document.) 



 

 

 

• The “No Contact Period” remains in effect through May 31, 2020 for the 

sports of basketball, bowling, cheerleading, cross country, football, soccer, 

volleyball and wrestling.  These sports have yet to receive a “restart” date by 

the governor and, per Executive Director Snodgrass, the OHSAA has “every 

intent to align (restarts) with the Governor’s orders.” 

To summarize, although the current plan is for coaches and athletes to begin 

working together on May 26, 2020 in the sports of baseball, golf, softball, 

swimming, tennis and track & field, and on June 1, 2020 in the sports of 

basketball, bowling, cheerleading, cross country, football, soccer, volleyball and 

wrestling, they may not utilize any of the Lakewood Local School District facilities 

through June 30, 2020 to do so. 

As this remains a continuously fluid situation, please remain patience as we allow 

our state leaders the necessary time to make the appropriate decisions for our 

student-athletes.  I will continue to share any updates as timely as possible once 

received from the Ohio Governor’s Office, Ohio Department of Health and/or 

Ohio High School Athletic Association. 

 

As a reminder, as was shared in my correspondences dated April 21, 2020 and 

April 30, 2020, the following still apply: 

• The OHSAA spring sports seasons have been cancelled and will not be 

played in the summer.  As it relates to Lakewood Athletics, this includes in-

season scrimmages, games/meets or postseason events in the sports of 

baseball, softball and track & field. 
 

• Members of a school team’s coaching staff for baseball, basketball and 

softball may coach students from their school teams from June 1, 2020 

through August 31, 2020.  The only restriction is that participation cannot be 

made mandatory.  (NOTE: The 10-day or 50% rules do not apply.) 
 

• Members of a school team’s coaching staff for basketball, football, soccer 

and volleyball may coach students from their school teams from June 1, 

2020 through July 31, 2020.  The only restrictions are that participation 

cannot be made mandatory and, in football, only “non-contact football” is 

permitted.  (NOTE: The 10-day or 50% rules do not apply.) 
 

• “Social distancing” remains an important topic for coaches to continue to 

address with athletes. 
 

• The August 1, 2020 fall sports practice official start date remains set at this 

time.  Detailed information will be provided when/if this changes. 

 



 

 

 

• Fall sports eligibility processes remain the same at this time.  Specifically, 

for students entering Grades 8-9, each must pass 5 classes this spring to be 

eligible to play a fall sport.  For students entering Grades 10-12, each must 

pass 5 credits to be eligible to play a fall sport.  (NOTE: All students 

entering Grade 7 are immediately eligible to play a fall sport.)  Any changes 

to these requirements will be communicated timely. 
 

Please reach out with questions as it relates to athletics or the use of the Lakewood 

Local School District facilities during this closure.  With the facilities currently 

unavailable, I can be reached via e-mail at saharris@laca.org.  You are also 

welcome to follow me on Twitter at @LWHSLancers for up-to-the-minute athletic 

updates.  Stay safe & healthy! 

 

Go Lancers!  Go Blue! 
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